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https://readyfor.jp/projects/hiroshimawind

Wind Band Press interview

1. First of all, would you tell me about the summary of Midwest Clinic. For example, what kind of
organization and what are you aiming for? What kind of event is Midwest Clinic?

The answer:

The Midwest Clinic is the largest instrumental music education conference in the world. The
Midwest Clinic strengthens international instrumental music education through extensive
professional development opportunities, inspirational experiences and cultivation of rewarding
professional relationships. Over the years, the focus of The Midwest Clinic has remained on
bringing international music directors into contact with not only the best published music, but
also with new and established teaching techniques, and the latest products and services for the
music educator.

Rehearsal labs provide observers an opportunity to watch and listen to well-known conductors
working with various types of ensembles in an open rehearsal setting. Attendees engage in a
meaningful learning experience by observing rehearsal technicians prepare multiple styles of
music. An important goal of these sessions is for audience members to gain insight and develop
practical pedagogical skills they can use at home with their own ensembles.

2. | think that many musicians gather from the world every year; musicians, conductors,
composers, directors, clinicians and others. How many participants are there every year?

The answer:
Including all attendees, participants and exhibitors, approximately 18,000 individuals are in
attendance at The Midwest Clinic each year.

3. What do you think the Midwest Clinic has what kind of influence on wind bands related person
around the world?

The answer:

Every year individuals from almost every continent attend the Midwest Clinic. They come to learn
and to share their expertise so we all benefit. Each year we are faced with the challenge of
advancing all aspects of the annual event to offer more opportunities to every attendee; to
guarantee the investment by attendees of time-effort-and-energy produces a bountiful harvest
of professional VALUE. Our dedicated staff works tirelessly year * round focusing on every detail
to make certain this year is THE BEST YEAR EVER. Admittedly, Midwest Clinic has succeeded far
beyond anyone's most positive expectations.

4. Several bands from Japan have joined the Midwest Clinic so far. You invited the Hiroshima
Wind Orchestra this year. Would you tell me the reason why you invited the Hiroshima Wind
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Orchestra and the charm of them you feel?

The answer:

The Midwest Clinic has had a very positive and rewarding relationship with instrumental groups
from Japan for many years. The audiences at Midwest look forward to hearing the bands from
Japan because they know the performances will be outstanding in every category. The
Hiroshima Wind Orchestra submitted a recording of a past performance for the Board of
Directors to consider. As usual, the recording was superb and the invitation was extended with
great enthusiasm to the conductors of this exemplary wind orchestra. Another wind orchestra
from Japan has already been accepted to perform at the 2018 Midwest Clinic! The Murakami
family has been instrumental is maintaining the wonderful relationship between Midwest and
the outstanding bands in Japan.

5. What do you expect from the performance of the Hiroshima Wind Orchestra?

The answer:

We expect a typical performance by a band from Japan....to be terrific in every way! We look
forward to be entertained, enlightened and inspired! The Midwest Board and staff always expect
a standing room only audience whenever a Japanese band performs!

6. Midwest Clinic began in 1946 and already has about 70 years history as of 2017. Would you tell
me about the future prospects?

The answer:

The Board of Directors is already planning for the future of The Midwest Clinic. Plans are even
being made to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of Midwest in 2021! We are constantly reviewing
the content of of the curriculum and presentations to ensure that this great conference is
meeting the needs of an every changing education world. Midwest constantly seeks input from
attendees and leaders in music education throughout the world to make certain the needs of
teachers from elementary school to the university, and even professional levels are being met.

7. Please give a message to Japanese wind band fans.

The answer:

The Midwest Clinic always welcomes the opportunity to host a musical ensemble from Japan!
The band directors/conductors in Japan are master teachers who have developed exemplary
teaching strategies to make certain each performer is taught fundamentals in order for these
young people to reach their fullest potential. Japanese directors are teaching a wonderful life
skill to their students and there are many wonderful adult ensembles that offer the opportunity
for Japanese in every walk of life to experience the joy of making beautiful music together! Our
advice...keep doing what you are doing for your work is exemplary!! How appropriate it is to
share our music with each other...the international language!! We at Midwest wish you
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continued success and many rewards!
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